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Welcome to the UWLP! 
 
The University Wide Language Programme (UWLP) offers Newcastle University 
students the chance to learn a foreign language for free. These modules are for 
extra credit and won't affect your degree results but will be noted on your 
transcript. 
 
The UWLP offers modules in Arabic, British Sign Language, Chinese, Dutch, 
French, German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish. 

 

If you are not a beginner, you should consult the table below to find the class 
most appropriate for your level. 

 

UWLP modules consist of two contact hours per week, which are scheduled 
after 5pm on weekdays, or on a Wednesday or Friday afternoon. 

 

Optional learning support is available at the Language Resource Centre (LRC). 
 
Please study this handbook carefully and do not hesitate to get in touch if you 
have any further queries. We are here to help! 
 
Isabelle Ruegg Alter, UWLP Director  
Hannah Gilder, UWLP Support Officer  
 
Email: uwlp@newcastle.ac.uk  
Website: https://www.ncl.ac.uk/sml/study-with-us/university-wide-language-
programme/  
How to find us:  

School of Modern Languages 
Level 6, Old Library Building 

Monday – Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm 
 
 
 
  

mailto:uwlp@newcastle.ac.uk
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/sml/study-with-us/university-wide-language-programme/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/sml/study-with-us/university-wide-language-programme/
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− WHAT DO I NEED TO KNOW BEFORE APPLYING? 
 
It can be great fun learning a language but also requires time, patience, and a lot of effort.  When 
students drop out from the programme, many places on the programme are wasted, so please first 
consider whether you have the time and commitment. Please ensure you can dedicate 2 hours per 
week for the classes and 2 to 3 hours for personal study. Also, don’t forget that you will need to make 
time to complete your assessments to pass the module. 
 
You will be given the opportunity to withdraw from the programme during the first 2 weeks of 
teaching only. This can be done by submitting a withdrawal form (UWLP Withdrawal Form (2026/27)). 
Any alternative attempts to withdraw will not be accepted and you will remain on the programme.  
 
We reserve the right to not allow students to register again in future years if you do not engage with 
the programme the first time, i.e. you do not attend and ask to be withdrawn after the deadline. It is 
also not possible to repeat any modules previously completed.  
 
You must consult your Degree Programme Director (DPD) to ensure you are allowed to take a UWLP 
module before you apply. 
 
Please note that you may also be required to buy a textbook for use in class and for your homework. 
 
Independent study 
Regular homework and use of the LRC are expected. See further information here: 
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/sml/study-with-us/university-wide-language-programme/  
 
Attendance 
Regular attendance is crucial. Attendance will be monitored, and we will write to you in the case of 
repeated absences. Inform your teacher in advance if you cannot attend a class, and if you miss several 
classes, make sure you let us know. It will not be possible to withdraw you from the programme after 
the end of week 2, so you will be required to catch up on missed work and pass the assessments. If 
you have extenuating circumstances, please get in touch. 
 
 
 

− HOW DO I REGISTER?  
 
You should ensure that you are eligible for the module that you are interested in, both in terms of the 
level you wish to take, and that you have DPD (Degree Programme Director) permission.  
 
You can register online starting in May: UWLP Application Form Academic Year 2026/27 – Fill in form.  
 
You will need to provide necessary details, i.e. name, student number, degree title and language 
choice.  
 

All students are automatically registered for both semesters. Applications will reopen for new 
students in semester 2. This intake is not suitable for beginners as you will be joining the students 
who have completed semester 1. Please ensure that you choose the correct level for you with this in 
mind.  
 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/8TPPTWjDwP
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/sml/study-with-us/university-wide-language-programme/
https://forms.office.com/e/XgDhxFSSr5
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What happens next? 

 

Your place in your chosen class will be confirmed, subject to availability, from June. Some places are 
held back for new students until September. 

 

If you are unsuccessful in your application for your first-choice class, you will be placed on a waiting 
list.  

 

Classes start in the second week of teaching for Semester 1. If you are no longer interested in 
studying on the UWLP, you will need to withdraw your application to avoid receiving a fail on your 
transcript. 

 
Unless you notify us in advance, we will assume that you intend to continue with the programme in 
Semester 2. Withdrawals for semester 2 will be open until the second week of teaching. If we do not 
receive a withdrawal request by then, you will be expected to continue attending classes and 
completing assignments; otherwise, you will receive a fail on your transcript. 
 
 
 

− HOW ARE THE MODULES TIMETABLED?  
 
Module Structure 

• Weekly Seminar: 2-hour sessions focusing on communication skills, including speaking, 
reading, listening, writing, and grammar exercises. 

• Online Resources: Available via Canvas and the Language Resource Centre: 
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/language-resource-centre/  
 

Teaching periods 

• Semester 1: 05th October 2026 – 4th January 2027 (Winter Break: w/b 14th December – w/b 
28th December) 

• Semester 2: 25th January 2027 – 26th April 2027 (Spring Break: w/b 29th March - w/b 12th 
April) 

 
 
 

− WHAT WILL I LEARN?  
 
There may be slight variations on the below between the languages taught. Language-specific 
information will be provided by teachers at the beginning of each module. Each level is split into two 
modules (one in each semester) which together form one unit. To find more information about what 
is taught in each module, click through the links in ‘What languages can I study?’ above.  
 
BEGINNERS 

Aims of the module: 
- Equip you to survive most typical situations when travelling abroad for a few days. 

- Develop an awareness of the nature of language and language learning. 

- Foster an interest in the countries and cultures where the language is spoken. 
 

https://www.ncl.ac.uk/language-resource-centre/
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ELEMENTARY 
 
Aims of the module: 

- Consolidate basic language structures and survival vocabulary 

- Develop basic communication skills for everyday situations 

- Build confidence beyond beginner level 

- A basic awareness of your own language learning strategies 

- A personal interest in the countries where the language is spoken  

- Achieve a proficiency level roughly comparable to GCSE 
 
LOWER INTERMEDIATE 
 
Aims of the module: 

- Reinforce and expand listening, reading, writing and speaking, beyond the stereotypical 
situations that are presented at lower levels through regular exposure to authentic materials 
(i.e. produced for native speakers) 

- Improve linguistic accuracy and self-monitoring  

- Handle situations likely encountered when working or studying abroad 

- Apply the language skills to personal experiences 
 
UPPER INTERMEDIATE 
 
Aims of the module: 

- Begin to communicate fluently and accurately in both spoken and written form 

- Prepare for situations which you are likely to encounter when working or studying abroad 

- Express your opinion on cultural, social, and political issues 
 
ADVANCED 
 
Aims of the module: 

- Communicate with greater fluency, accuracy, and confidence 

- Gain insight into current issues in the countries and culture(s) where the language is spoken 

- Locate information from different sources to contribute your own materials and ideas  
 
 
 

− WHAT DO MY EXAMS ENTAIL?  
 

 
Assessments consist of two tasks, each combining two skills: speaking/listening and 
writing/reading. Each assessment is worth 50% of the total module mark. 
 
 

Type of assessment Weighting When set 

Speaking/listening 
For lower levels, this assessment is usually a role-play, or short 
conversation based on situations that you have practiced in the 
module, or a given topic (details on Canvas). It lasts a few 
minutes and is usually done in class, with some preparation 

50% Determined by the 

teacher 
(During or at the 
end of the 
semester) 
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time. For lower intermediate and above, you may need to give 
a short presentation followed by some questions.  
 

Writing/reading 
This assessment usually involves writing a letter, email, or (at 
higher levels) a summary or essay that includes specific 
information from a document in the target language. You may 
need to demonstrate understanding of the grammar points 
covered in the module. Tasks might differ slightly for East 
Asian languages; your teacher will provide more details.  
This assessment is usually done at home, in your own time. 
 

50% Determined by the 

teacher 

(During or at the 
end of the 
semester) 

 
Please be aware that to pass the module, you must complete both assessments. If you do not take 
both, your transcript will show a fail for your UWLP module. Receiving a fail in semester 1 prevents 
you from continuing into semester 2 of the programme.  
 
 
 

− WHAT LANGUAGES CAN I STUDY?  
 
 

SEMESTER ONE  
 

Beginners 

LPA1001 Arabic Beginners Part 1 Absolute beginners 
You can only take these modules if you have NEVER studied 
those languages at all before, whether at school or by yourself. 

LPC1001 Chinese Beginners Part 1 

LPD1001 Dutch Beginners Part 1 

LPF1001 French Beginners Part 1 

LPG1001 German Beginners Part 1 

LPI1001 Italian Beginners Part 1 

LPJ1001 Japanese Beginners Part 1 

LPK1001 Korean Beginners Part 1 

LPL1001 British Sign Language Beginners Part 1 

LPP1001 Portuguese Beginners Part 1 

LPR1001 Russian Beginners Part 1 

LPS1001 Spanish Beginners Part 1 

Elementary 

LPC1101 Chinese Elementary Part 1 Roughly: 

−  Level A1 on the CEFR 

− Pass/completion of relevant LP_1003 module, or 

− A poor or rusty GCSE, or 

− Some notions in the language 

 

LPF1101 French Elementary Part 1 

LPG1101 German Elementary Part 1 

LPJ1101 Japanese Elementary Part 1 

LPK1101 Korean Elementary Part 1 

LPS1101 Spanish Elementary Part 1 

Lower intermediate 

LPF1201 French Lower Intermediate Part 1 Roughly: 

- Level A2 on the CEFR 

- Pass-completion of relevant LP_1103 module, or 
LPG1201 German Lower Intermediate Part 1 

LPJ1201 Japanese Lower Intermediate Part 1 

https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPA1001
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPC1001
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPD1001
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPF1001
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPG1001
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPI1001
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPJ1001
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPK1001
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPL1001
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPP1001
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPR1001
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPS1001
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPC1101
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPF1101
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPG1101
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPJ1101
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPK1101
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPS1101
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPF1201
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPG1201
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPJ1201
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LPS1201 Spanish Lower Intermediate Part 1 - A good GCSE (grade B/6), or similar 

Upper intermediate 

LPF1301 French Upper Intermediate Part 1 Roughly: 

- Level A2/B1 on the CEFR 

- Pass/completion of relevant LP_1203 module, or 

- An AS or poor/rusty A-Level or similar 

LPG1301 German Upper Intermediate Part 1 

LPS1301 Spanish Upper Intermediate Part 1 

Advanced 

LPF1401 French Advanced Part 1 Roughly: 

- Level B1/B2 on the CEFR 

- Pass/completion of relevant LP_1303 module, or 

- A good A-Level or similar 

LPS1401 Spanish Advanced Part 1 

 
SEMESTER TWO  

Beginners 

LPA1003 Arabic Beginners Part 2 - Pass/completion of LP_1001 

- An A1 on the CEFR 

- But below Elementary level 
 

These modules are not suitable for complete 
beginners. 

 
These modules continue from LP_1001. 

LPC1003 Chinese Beginners Part 2 

LPD1003 Dutch Beginners Part 2 

LPF1003 French Beginners Part 2 

LPG1003 German Beginners Part 2 

LPI1003 Italian Beginners Part 2 

LPJ1003 Japanese Beginners Part 2 

LPK1003 Korean Beginners Part 2 

LPL1003 British Sign Language Beginners Part 2 

LPP1003 Portuguese Beginners Part 2 

LPR1003 Russian Beginners Part 2 

LPS1003 Spanish Beginners Part 2 

Elementary 

LPC1103 Chinese Elementary Part 2 − Pass/completion of LP_1101 

− An A1.2 on the CEFR 

− But below Lower Intermediate level 

 
These modules continue from LP_1101. 

 

LPF1103 French Elementary Part 2 

LPG1103 German Elementary Part 2 

LPJ1103 Japanese Elementary Part 2 

LPK1103 Korean Elementary Part 2 

LPS1103 Spanish Elementary Part 2 

Lower intermediate 

LPF1203 French Lower Intermediate Part 2 - Pass/completion of LP_1201 

- An A2.2 on the CEFR 

- But below Upper Intermediate level 

 
These modules continue from LP_1201. 

LPG1203 German Lower Intermediate Part 2 

LPJ1203 Japanese Lower Intermediate Part 2 

LPS1203 Spanish Lower Intermediate Part 2 

Upper intermediate 

LPF1303 French Upper Intermediate Part 2 - Pass/completion of LP_1301 

- A B1 on the CEFR 
 

These modules continue from LP_1301. 

LPG1303 German Upper Intermediate Part 2 

LPS1303 Spanish Upper Intermediate Part 2 

Advanced 

LPF1403 French Advanced Part 2 - Level B2 on the CEFR 

- Pass/completion LP_1401, or LPS1403 Spanish Advanced Part 2 

https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPS1201
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPF1301
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPG1301
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPS1301
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPF1401
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPS1401
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPA1003
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPC1003
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPD1003
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPF1003
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPg1003
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPI1003
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPJ1003
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPK1003
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPL1003
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPP1003
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPR1003
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPS1003
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPC1103
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPF1103
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPG1103
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPJ1103
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPK1103
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPS1103
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPF1203
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPG1203
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPJ1203
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPS1203
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPF1303
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPG1303
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPS1303
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPF1403
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/module.php?code=LPS1403
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- A good A-Level (Grades A and B). 
 

These modules continue from LP_1401. 

 
 
 
 

− WHAT IS MY LANGUAGE LEVEL?  
 
UWLP modules loosely follow the structure of The Common European Framework of Reference for 
Language (CEFR). The CEFR has six levels: for each level, it describes what a learner is supposed to be 
able to do in reading, listening, speaking, and writing. These levels are: 
 
 

 
For an assessment test (for Spanish, French and German), check: www.languagelevel.com  
 
Once you have identified your level on the CEFR, please refer to the grid below to see the equivalent 
level on the University-Wide Language Programme:  
 

CEFR Level UWLP Equivalence 

C1  

B1-B2 Advanced 

A2-B1 Upper Intermediate 

A2 Lower Intermediate 

http://www.languagelevel.com/
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A1 Elementary 

A0 Beginners 

 
 
 

− FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
How to contact us 
Please get in touch with your teacher with any questions about your classes. Their details will be 
on Canvas.  
 
You can contact us by email uwlp@newcastle.ac.uk or come and visit us during School Office 
opening times.  
 
We aim to reply to all emails within 3 working days, but it may take longer during busy periods like 
registration. 
  
Recommended materials 
Your teacher will let you know if you need to buy a coursebook.  
 

mailto:uwlp@newcastle.ac.uk

